Descriptions from http://www.mariebost.com/recreation.php

from Edisto Real Estate Company

If you desire the time and a place to relax, Edisto can provide it to you. If you are tired and stressed from 9 to 5 days, Edisto's lack of commercialization and easy laid back attitude will embrace you. This paradise lies at the end of the road (literally, the end of Highway 174) and is a place devoid of traffic lights and has a top speed limit of 35 miles per hour. A stopped clock doesn't mean much around here.

Though Edisto remains unblemished by neon and drive-thrus, your vacation holiday can be filled with indulgences for the body, mind and spirit. You will find souvenir shopping a delight in a half-dozen or so of the most unique galleries and gift shops anywhere on the east coast. Local artists bring the exquisite beauty of the Island to canvas, furniture, jewelry and pottery and one of Edisto's local cookbooks, 'Pon Top Edisto, is a required take home reading assignment. (But beware, reading our local cookbooks can be agonizing if you are living out of reach of the fresh seafood and locally grown vegetables available in the road-side stands and dockside seafood markets.)

Dining out will be a memorable experience in any one of about a dozen restaurants on the Island. Enjoy local oysters in the Fall and Winter months, crabs in the summer, shrimp just about year 'round. But leave your "dress for dinner" clothes at home. We'll have none of that here. Remember, the key word is "casual".

Keep an eye on the ocean while you are here and you'll likely earn a glimpse of dolphins gracefully breaking the water with their dorsal fins. Drive carefully at night on the Island's side roads for deer may be crossing. Look carefully in the lagoons and marsh grass to find a great blue heron tiptoeing about. These are surely snapshots in the mind that you'll take home to treasure.

You will want to explore the creeks and marshes on one of the many boat tours our local captains offer. View plantation homes from the water and visit secluded beaches for some prime time shelling. Or you can rent a canoe, kayak or motorboat and explore the waters yourself. Off-shore and in-shore fishing trips present an opportunity to bring home supper and forever after bore your friends with "the one that got away" stories.

After you explore the Island via water, see the "high and dry" version of Edisto and the surrounding Lowcountry. Several land tours are available and each tour is unique in its own way, presenting history and legend via various perspectives. If you crave an aerobic heartbeat, rent a bike. Exploring the beach by bicycle is fun and safe with miles of designated bike paths just a step away from most doorways.

The list goes on. . . play tennis or golf, check out the museums, visit a Serpentarium (FYI; that's a reptile museum). Or spend a long day under the shade of an umbrella with that paperback that has been calling your name. Just choose your pleasure. Life need not be complicated, at least while you are here.

 

Description  from http://www.acebasin.net/driving.html
Driving tour, boating, birding and fishing guides to the ACE

Here, as in many of the basin’s old rice fields, alligators sun on the banks or float partially submerged, just their eyes and nostrils showing. Blue crabs patrol the shallow edges of the dark waters, and mullet occasionally jump in the canal on the left of the access road. Juvenile saltwater fish and invertebrates ride the flooding tides into impoundments; those capable of tolerating a wide range of salinity survive and grow, establishing a highly productive food chain.

The gate area, however, often provides a good look at herons, egrets, cormorants, coots, willets, yellowlegs, wood storks, terns, gulls and many other birds, dependent on season and water levels. Bald eagles 

From the landing look for brown pelicans, several species of gulls and terns and, in the fall and winter, such typical saltmarsh inhabitants as horned grebes, red-breasted mergansers and double-crested cormorants.

Flocks of waterfowl, wading birds and coots can be seen from this vantage point.

From http://www.acebasin.net/birding.html

The ACE Basin offers some of the best bird watching in South Carolina.

More than 50,000 acres of public lands provide numerous birding opportunities. A variety of habitats – planted pine, pine-hardwoods, bottomland hardwoods, managed wetlands, maritime forest, estuarine marshes and beaches – provide food and cover for more than 265 species of resident and migrant birds.

Edisto Beach State Park
The diversity of habitats at Edisto Beach State Park offers numerous birding opportunities. A four-mile nature trail winds through maritime forests and along tidal saltmarsh and harbors everything from warblers to wading birds. The 1.5 miles of beach provide good opportunities for shorebirds. The park is open year-round. For information contact the park office at (843) 869-2756. 

For more information about the Edisto Island National Scenic Byway, points of interest, available services, and critical issues such as where to eat or shop visit the following web sites:

Edisto Island National Scenic Byway
http://www.byways.org/explore/byways/73595/travel.html
www.PreserveEdisto.org
http://www.preserveedisto.org/pressonsite/Scenic%20174/announcement.html
Edisto’s scenic beauty and natural attractions

http://www.edisto.org
Edisto’s businesses including places to eat, shop, rent items like kayaks, learn about nature, take historic and natural tours

http://www.eichamber.org
The Town of Edisto Beach
http://www.townofedistobeach.com/
http://www.ebpoa.org
http://www.edistochamber.com/town.php
Botany Bay:

http://www.preserveedisto.org/Botany%20Bay/BotanybayWMA.html
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/ml_images/docs/botanybaydrivingtour.pdf
http://www.southcarolinasportsman.com/details.php?id=675
http://www.scwildlife.com/pubs/septoct2009/edisto.html
Edisto Beach State Park

http://www.stateparks.com/edisto_beach.html
http://www.southcarolinaparks.com/park-finder/state-park/1298.aspx
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g54215-d143504-Reviews-Edisto_Beach_State_Park-Edisto_Island_South_Carolina.html
