Edisto Island National Scenic Byway
Points of Interest (detail for sites marked on map)
[Introductory paragraphs to “Points of Interest” on Edisto Island National Scenic Byway] 

The Edisto Island National Scenic Byway offers breathtaking views of sky, water and land, a rich history and culture, recreational adventure, and an easy pace of life.  

Edisto Island National Scenic Byway (Highway 174) slices through the center of this largely unspoiled barrier island north to southeast, following in many places what has been the main road for over three hundred years from the Dawhoo to the Atlantic Ocean.  The Byway begins at the McKinley Washington, Jr., Bridge and ends 12 miles later on Palmetto Boulevard in Edisto Beach at the ocean.  

The Byway provides a wide variety of scenery along the way.  Marshes and small creeks border the highway, water levels changing with the tides and colors with the seasons.  Bald eagles, egrets, wood storks, osprey, and herons are often visible from car windows.  Inland from the marsh, canopies of live oak trees draped with Spanish moss shade the road.  Other points of interest along the way include historic churches, graveyards and buildings, agricultural fields and sales stands, homes, a museum, and businesses.  Together they tell the story of a community of people living and working on the island, many with roots that go back to the 1600’s.  

[statement about commercial businesses to be placed somewhere: Along the highway, you will also find gas stations, restaurants, banks and shops.]  
1. McKinley Washington, Jr., Bridge over Intracoastal Waterway.  Dawhoo River to the left leads to North Edisto River.  Watts Cut to the right leads to South Edisto River.  Marshes with abundant waterfowl and stunning sunsets.  Parking in outer lanes allowed.   
2. Dawhoo Landing at base of bridge, accessed by a right turn onto Rosa Scott Road.  Public boat landing and fishing pier.  Free.  Other landings at #13 and #26 below.  
3. Sand Creek Bridge.  Offers views of marshland, twisting creeks, wading birds and often local residents fishing, throwing cast nets, and crabbing.
4. Legacy Live Oak Memorial Garden owned by the Edisto Island Open Land Trust and dedicated to those honored by the planting of live oak trees to expand Edisto’s majestic live oak canopy along the Byway.
5. Russell Creek Overlook and Historic Windsor House.  Cross bridge, park and look back to view only plantation house (circa 1858) visible from the road.  Site of Civil War crossing. Also  popular fishing and crabbing site.  
6. Edisto Geechie Boy Market and Mill.  One of three family markets selling Edisto’s agricultural produce.  Known for their locally ground corn meal and grits. See #7 and #24 below.   

7. King’s Farm Market.  Offers seasonal local fruit, vegetables and flowers.  Also baked goods.  Property under conservation easement.   

8. Po’ Pigs Bo B Q.  Locally owned, authentic southern barbeque restaurant.
9. Edisto Island Museum.  Displays of wildlife and agriculture, Civil War artifacts, Gullah and plantation culture, including restored slave cabins on the property, and historic community photographs and objects.  Hosts an annual tour of historic island properties and other programs.  Gift shop and admission fee.  
10.  Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island and graveyard.  Fronted with handsome columns, the building was constructed in 1830 with galleries for seating slaves. Restored after damage inflicted during Civil War. Graveyard contains many examples of 19th century monuments.  Other historic churches listed below: #14, #15, #16, and #17.   
11.  Sweetgrass Basket Stand.  Tradition of making sweetgrass baskets was brought from Africa to the plantations and became part of Gullah culture.  Local African-American artisans create baskets from sweetgrass, pine needles, bull rush and palms.  Edisto Island is part of the Gullah Geechie Cultural Heritage Corridor.

12. Flowers Seafood Company and Restaurant, owned by an Edisto family selling local seafood, a dietary staple on Edisto as long as people have inhabited the island.   
13.  Steamboat Landing offers boat landing and fishing pier.  Free.  Steamboat service established in the 19th century connecting Edisto to Charleston and other islands created commerce at intersection of Steamboat Landing Road and Highway 174. 1.25 miles off 174.  
14.  Graveyard of the Edisto Island Presbyterian Church. Established shortly after the Civil War, this predominantly black church once stood in this location before moving a short distance away. A monument to the original pastor sits in the graveyard along with headstones of many black families whose descendents continue to live on the island. 
15.  Old First Baptist Church and graveyard founded and built in 1818 by Hephzibah Jenkins Townsend, wife of a plantation owner, where many slaves worshipped.  Turned over to African- American congregation after Civil War.  Many descendants of 19th century members continue to worship today in the New First Baptist Church next door.  The historic sanctuary serves as an island meeting place.  
16.  Trinity Episcopal Church and graveyard first established in 1774.  Current church rebuilt and restored after the Civil War, fire and hurricane damage.  A former slave created the fine interior woodwork of different shades of heart pine. 
17.  Zion Reformed Episcopal Church was founded by African-American members of Trinity Episcopal Church after the Civil War who were unwilling to continue sitting in the upstairs galleries of Trinity with white members downstairs.  They began worshipping in the current building in 1890.  
18.  Bailey’s Store building at the intersection of Highway 174 and Point of Pines Road. Circa 1880’s, it was a general store facing Store Creek. In 1937 it was turned around to face what was becoming a busy highway, with a small post office building added to it. Today the building houses a locally owned gallery and the Old Post Office Restaurant.
19. Store Creek Bridge.  Offers views of marshland, twisting creeks, wading birds and local residents fishing, crabbing and kayaking.

20.  Edisto Island Serpentarium features programs, feedings and displays of native species and fossils.  Admission fee.   Entrance to Gift shop, rest rooms and Visitors Center are free. 
21. Old King’s Highway Overlook.  Owned by the Edisto Island Open Land Trust, this property has a panoramic view of lush marshlands and native bird habitat.  Looking away from the Byway across the marsh, remnants of the historic “Old Kings Highway” are visible.

22.  Botany Bay Plantation Wildlife Management Area (over 4700 acres).  Managed since 2008 by the South Carolina DNR, it offers a driving or cycling tour (3 miles) that covers forests, wetlands, agricultural land, a barrier island, and remnants of two plantations:  Bleak Hall and Sea Cloud. Plentiful birds and wildlife.  Kiosk for information.  Turn on Botany Bay Road for 1.5  miles, then left. 

23.  Mystery Tree, opposite intersection of Botany Bay Road and Highway 174.  A dead tree on a small island in the marsh decorated appropriate to the season by an anonymous island artist.

24.  George and Pink’s Fresh Vegetables Stand, an African-American business reflecting the tradition of small farms on the island.  Pictures of many celebrities and near celebrities line the rafters. Turn on Edingsville Beach Road, .5 mile. 
 25.  Main’s Market.  Locally owned restaurant, Gullah food.   
26.  Edisto Beach State Park including Live Oak Landing, biking and hiking paths, Native American shell midden, Environmental Learning Center. Accessed off Highway 174 and Palmetto Road.  All require fees except Learning Center.  

27. Edisto Island Chamber of Commerce –visitor information.
28.  Edisto Beach State Park cabins, and tent and overflow campground.  
29.  Causeway to Edisto Beach.  Connects Edisto Beach bike paths to State Park bike paths.  Jeremy Inlet on the left and Big Bay Creek on the right.
30.  End of Highway 174 at Edisto Beach State Park and the Atlantic Ocean.  Main State Park campground with sites on or near the beach.  Some buildings constructed by the CCC during the Depression. 

Continue on Palmetto Boulevard for Edisto Beach’s numerous (38) beach accesses, businesses ranging from bait shops and sports equipment rentals to gift shops and the island’s only grocery store, restaurants, and house and cottage rentals and sales.  
